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This is a reprint of the Harvard Research in International Law, originally published in the 
American Journal of International Law between 1929 and 1939. The Harvard Research was the 
brainchild of Manley O. Hudson, the Bemis Professor of International Law at Harvard Law School, 
and the first chairman of the International Law Commission (1949-53). The various advisory 
boards that were assembled wrote draft conventions on several topics over a 10-year period.  
 
The International Law Commission utilized the Harvard Research when its work coincided with 
projects undertaken by the Research, most notably in the drafting of what became the Vienna 
Conventions on Diplomatic Relations 1961 and on Consular Relations 1963, and the piracy 
provisions of the Geneva Convention on the High Seas 1958. 
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-Contemporary Analysis and Appraisal- 
 

The editors of this work became interested in the Harvard Research while researching international 
law for their second edition of the Encyclopaedic Dictionary of International Law. After some inves-
tigating, they became aware of a lack of analysis or appraisal of the project and decided to fill the 
void. 
 
Grant and Barker recruited experts in the various fields covered by the Harvard Research projects 
and invited them to contribute an appraisal on each project. The questions they proposed as 
guidelines for the contributors were: on what basis did the thirteen  Harvard projects make their pro-
posals for codification and what, if anything, has been the continuing impact of these proposals? The 
book contains the contributing experts’ evaluation of this grand research project.  
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Chapter 8. Piracy 
            Alfred P. Rubin—Professor, Tufts University 
 
Chapter 9. Extradition 
            Geoff Gilbert—Professor, University of Essex &  
                 Director of Studies, United Nations High Commissioner for 
                 Refugees  
 
Chapter 10. Jurisdiction with Respect to Crime:  
Universal Jurisdiction and the Harvard Research 
            Michael P. Scharf—Professor & Director, Frederick 
                 K Cox International Center, Case Western Reserve  
                 University 
 
Chapter 11. Law of Treaties 
            Anthony Aust—Former Deputy Legal Adviser,  
                 Foreign and Commonwealth Office, London 
 
Chapter 12. Judicial Assistance 
            Jeremy Thomas—Partner, Ashurst Law Firm, London 
 
Chapter 13. Neutrality 
            Stephen C. Neff—Reader, University of Edinburgh 
 
Chapter 14. Rights and Duties of States in Case of 
Aggression 
            Elina Steinerte—Research Associate, University of 
                 Bristol, Arts and Humanities Research Council 
            Rebecca M. M. Wallace—Professor, Robert Gordon 
                 University 
 
Appendix 1-13. Draft Conventions of the 13 Projects 

Preface 
 
Contributors 
 
Chapter 1. The Harvard Research: Genesis to Exodus 
and Beyond 
             John P. Grant and J. Craig Barker 
 
Chapter 2. Nationality 
             Ruth Donner— Professor, University of Helsinki 
 
Chapter 3. Responsibility of States for Injuries to  
Foreigners 
             James Crawford—Professor & Director, Lauterpacht 
                Research Centre, University of Cambridge  
                Tom Grant—Senior Research Fellow, Wolfson College, 
                University of Cambridge 
 
Chapter 4. Territorial Waters 
             John P. Grant—Professor, Lewis & Clark School of Law 
                & Professor, University of Glasgow, Scotland 
 
Chapter 5. Diplomatic Privileges and Immunities 
             Eileen Denza — Assistant Lecturer, Bristol University & 
                Professor, University College London 
 
Chapter 6. The Legal Position and Functions of  
Consuls 
             J. Craig Barker—Professor, Sussex Law School 
 
Chapter 7. Competence of Courts in Regard to  
Foreign States 
             Hazel Fox— Former Director, British Institute of  
                International and Comparative Law & Editor, International 
                and Comparative Law Quarterly 
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“The work of the Harvard Research, the most important and successful in the sphere of pri-
vate codification, has shown the wide possibilities of such effort in which the devotion and 
competence of individuals, unhampered by claims of geographical representation, can 
achieve results with an economy of expense and time which cannot be expected from official 
bodies of international composition.”  
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